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we truly give only when we give our work, our
minds, our genius. And this splendid offering of
one's whole self to all men enriches the giver as,
much as the community."

"But," objected Pauline, "you could not
give love and beauty to Hobbler, so you gave
him what was most convenient to him."

"It is true that Hobbler has become a mere
animal. Of all the good things that gratify man,
he cares only for alcohol. I conclude as much
from the fact that as he came towards me he
reeked of brandy. But, such as he is, he is our
work. Our pride fathered and our sin mothered
him ; he is the evil fruit of our vices. Every
nun in the world should both give and receive.
He has not given enough, doubtless because he
has not received enough."

"He may be lazy," said Pauline. "Mon
Dieu> how can we do away with poverty and
weakness and idleness ! Don't you believe that
men are naturally good and that it is society that
makes them wicked ? "

"No, I don't believe that men are naturally
good," replied Monsieur Bergeret. <c What I
see is that they are emerging painfully and very
slowly from their primitive barbarism, and that
with great effort they are organizing a justice
that is uncertain and a charity that is precarious.